STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS 
TOMB  AND  MONUMENT 

Most  appropriately  the  Stephen  A.  Douglas  Tomb  and 
Monument  is  lo-cated  on  a  tract  that  was  the  home  of  the 
“Little  Giant. ”  In  Chicago,  just  west  of  Lake  Michigan, 
the  Leif  Eriksen  Drive  and  the  Illinois  Central  railroad 
tracks  at  35th  Street,  is  a  beautiful  little  park  of  2.2  acres 
in  the  center  of  which  stands  the  impressive  memorial. 

Illinois’  first  nationally  known  figure  died  in  Chicago 
June  3,  1861.  The  following  October  a  group  of  his  friends 
met  in  Chicago  and  organized  the  Douglas  Monument  As¬ 
sociation.  The  purpose  of  this  organization  was  to  erect 
and  maintain  a  monument  in  Chicago  in  memory  of  Ste¬ 
phen  A.  Douglas.  A  fund  was  to  be  collected  for  these 
purposes.  Leonard  W.  Volk,  the  well-known  sculptor  and 
a  relative  of  Douglas  by  marriage,  was  commissioned  to 
design  the  memorial. 

On  the  southern  edge  of  Chicago  Douglas  had  purchased 
in  1849  a  tract  of  53  acres  which  he  called  “Oakenwald.” 
In  1854  he  expressed  a  willingness  to  help  with  the  found¬ 
ing  of  Chicago  University;  not  to  be  confused  with  the 
present  University  of  Chicago.  Two  years  later  he  deeded 
10  acres  to  be  used  as  a  campus  and  he  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  school,  which  position  he  held  until  his  death. 

Following  his  death  his  remains  laid  in  state  in  one  of 
the  university  buildings  until  interred.  A  few  hundred 
feet  east  of  the  campus  stood  the  Douglas  Cottage  and 
this  was  deeded  to  the  association  by  his  mother  and  sister. 

Funds  for  the  building  of  the  tomb  and  monument  were 
slow  in  materializing.  The  General  Assembly  failed  to 
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make  an  appropriation  in  1863  and  designer  Volk  only 
realized  $2,500  from  the  sale  of  photographs.  The  Governor 
was  authorized  in  1865  to  purchase  the  property  for  the 
State  as  a  Tomb  for  Douglas  and  for  no  other  purpose.  - 

The  sum  of  $25,000  was  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
and  Mrs.  Adele  Douglas,  the  widow,  conveyed  the  property 
to  the  State.  Following  the  building  of  the  first  stage, 
Douglas’  body  was  placed  in  the  sarcophagus  June  3,  1868. 
He  is  the  only  one  buried  there. 

The  Great  Chicago  Fire  of  1871  destroyed  Volk’s  de¬ 
signs.  New  appropriations  of  $50,000  were  made  in  1877 
and  $9,000  in  1879.  Volk  was  awarded  his  last  contract  in 
1880.  The  Tomb  was  considered  complete  May  5,  1881. 
Of  the  total  cost  of  $90,000,  $84,000  were  State  funds. 

The  commission  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
handle  the  building  of  the  Tomb  were  J.  D.  Caton,  Robert 
T.  Lincoln,  B.  F.  Findley,  Thomas  Drummond,  Lyman 
Trumbull,  Melville  W.  Fuller,  Potter  Palmer,  Ralph  Plumb 
and  Gustav  Koerner. 

The  Tomb  and  Monument  are  of  a  style  common  to  its 
period,  another  monument  of  the  same  type  being  the 
Grant  Monument  in  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago.  The  Douglas 
Memorial  consists  of  a  granite  base  surmounted  by  a  46- 
foot  column  supporting  a  bronze  figure  of  Douglas  nine 
feet  nine  inches  high. 

Four  bronze  allegorical  figures  representing  Illinois, 
History,  Justice  and  Eloquence  are  placed  at  the  corners 
of  the  sarcophagus-like  base.  The  shaft  is  104  feet  high. 

Douglas’  body  is  in  a  sarcophagus  of  Vermont  marble 
from  his  home  county.  It  supports  a  bust  portrait  of  him 
by  Volk.  Originally  the  base  and  sepulchre  were  made  of 
Joliet  “Athens  Marble,”  now  only  the  door  sill  is  of  that 
material.  All  of  the  exposed  material  was  changed  to 
granite  in  1877. 

The  base  of  the  monument  contains  a  crypt  with  the 
marble  sarcophagus  containing  the  remains  of  Illinois’ 
gifted  son.  It  bears  the  following  inscription: 

Stephen  A.  Douglas 
Born 

April  23,  1813 
Died 

June  3,  1861 

“Tell  my  children  to  obey  the  laws  and  uphold  the 
Constitution.” 

Douglas  was  born  in  Brandon,  Rutland  County,  Ver¬ 
mont  on  April  23,  1313.  He  moved  to  Winchester,  Illinois 
in  1833  and  here  he  taught  and  resumed  the  study  of  law. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1834,  he  commenced  his  practice  in 
Jacksonville  and  was  elected  State’s  Attorney  for  Morgan 
County  in  1835.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Illinois  House  of 
Representatives  in  1836-37  and  in  1837  became  Registrar 
of  the  Land  Office  in  Springfield.  In  1838  he  was  an  un¬ 
successful  candidate  for  Congress. 

During  1840-41  he  served  as  Illinois  Secretary  of  State 
and  in  1841  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Illinois  Supreme 
Court  where  he  served  until  his  resignation  on  March  3, 
1847  on  his  election  to  the  Senate.  He  served  as  Senator 
until  his  death. 

An  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  nomination  for  presi¬ 
dent  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1852  and  1856,  he  received 
the  nomination  in  1860.  Running  against  Abraham  Lincoln, 
he  received  12  electoral  votes  for  President. 
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Write  to  the  Division  of  Parks  and  Memorials,  100 
State  Office  Building,  Springfield,  for  further  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  Illinois  Parks  and  Memorials. 

Eighty  State  Parks  and  Memorials  are  of  easy  ac¬ 
cess  from  every  part  of  the  State.  Lodges  and  cabins 
are  an  important  feature  of  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Mar¬ 
quette,  White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City  State  Parks. 
Reservations  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

All  State  Parks  and  Memorials  Open  Year  ’Round. 


Issued  by 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 
William  G.  Stratton,  Governor 

Department  of  Conservation 
Glen  D.  Palmer,  Director 
Division  of  Parks  and  Memorials 

Raymond  N.  Barto,  Superintendent 
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